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available online at www.pcas.org. Back issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available. 
An index to Volumes 1 through 40 is available as Volume 40, Numbers 3 & 4. This searchable index is online at 
www.pcas.org. Four Occasional Papers (on Catalina Island, Mexican Majolica, and the Peralta Adobe and a re-
membrance of H. B. Nicholson) have also been published by PCAS. To place an order, receive information about 
the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, or submit an article for publication, email publications@pcas.org or 
write: Pacific Coast Archaeological Society, PO Box 10926, Costa Mesa, California, 92627. Additional informa-
tion is available at www.pcas.org. PCAS is not responsible for delivery of publications to subscribers who have 
not furnished a timely change of address. 

Recent issues of the Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Quarterly are available at www.pcas.org and can be 
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Dedication

Daniel F. McCarthy
1948–2021

This issue of the Pacific Coast Archaeological 
Society Quarterly (PCASQ) is dedicated to Daniel 
F. McCarthy who passed away in February 2021. 
Daniel’s last article, co-authored by David D. Earle 
and Britt Wilson, appears in this issue. Over the course 
of his career as an archaeologist of the inland southern 
California region, Daniel contributed several articles 
to the PCASQ (see the attached bibliography) and pre-
pared a comprehensive index to the articles published 
therein—providing a detailed guide to 40 years of 
articles on regional California archaeology (Volumes 1 
through 40, 1965 to 2008).

Daniel received both his BS (1981) and MS (1993) de-
grees at the University of California, Riverside (UCR), 
with a thesis on ancient trails that radiate from McCoy 
Spring in the Colorado Desert region of eastern 
Riverside County. He acted as both a lead archaeolo-
gist for the Archaeological Research Unit at UCR as 
well as the director of the State of California Historic 
Preservation Office’s CHRIS Archaeological Informa-
tion Center for Riverside, Inyo, and Mono Counties, 
located at UCR. He trained new archaeologists in all 
types of fieldwork, both students at UCR and, later, 
during field schools conducted under the auspices of 
the US Forest Service.

He served in the Vietnam War with distinction in the 
US Army. Although he carried shrapnel in his leg as a 
painful reminder of the war, he was renowned for his 
ability to out-hike anyone of any age, especially when 
it involved field trips to the mountains and deserts of 
southern California. He returned twice to Vietnam 
and Laos under the Joint Task Force, Full Accounting 

Missing-In-Action initiative to search for the remains 
of servicemen who were missing in action. (M. Lerch, 
personal communication 2021).

Two areas of archaeology and ethnology held Dan-
iel’s piercing focus throughout his life and his career: 
rock art and knowledge and use of native plants of 
California and the greater Southwest. From the time 
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that he was employed by California State Parks and 
the National Park Service during the 1970s to record 
vanishing rock art in California’s parks and wilderness 
areas, Daniel was almost obsessed. He strove, some-
times assisted by volunteers, sometimes by himself, 
to record what was in the landscape before it could 
disappear forever. His replications of rock art panels 
remain on display in venues across southern Califor-
nia. One of his recent endeavors was the recording the 
petroglyphs, pictographs, and sites at Coyote Hole, an 
area adjoining Joshua Tree National Park. An unfin-
ished recent project was recording Ord Mountain rock 
art panels, features, and sites. Daniel, however, never 
attempted to interpret the meanings of these drawings, 
believing that could only be done by the makers.

From 1994 to 2012, Daniel was the Tribal Relations 
Manager and Archaeologist for the San Bernardino 
National Forest, a task that he truly took to heart. 
He worked very closely with local tribes to protect 
and preserve sacred and other important traditional 
places within that vast territory. During this time, and 
afterwards, he conducted field schools in cooperation 
with CRM firms and California State University, San 
Bernardino – many archaeologists trained by Daniel 
now hold positions in federal and state agencies. He 
put great effort into encouraging Native peoples to 
attend the field schools so that they would be equipped 
with the knowledge of archaeological methods and 

theory needed to participate fully in projects focused 
on better understanding their own past. And in turn 
they recognized his heartfelt respect for their cul-
tures and for them as expressed in his deeds. In 2012 
Daniel, after leaving the Forest Service, became the 
Director of Cultural Resources Department of the San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians, succeeding Anthony 
Madrigal, Sr. He held this position until his retirement 
in 2018. But Daniel never really retired, as his projects 
were endless. He studied local plants, marking their 
growth and life cycles. He continued to be a leader 
in the rock art community, even preparing a rock art 
bibliography for the American Rock Art Research As-
sociation (ARARA), of which he was a Life Member. 
He served on the board of the Malki Museum. He was 
an extraordinary chef who prepared feasts for Native 
American celebrations and events, as well as for his 
own and friends’ family celebrations. He contributed 
his services to many archaeological societies, tribes, 
and others who wanted to learn how to harvest and 
prepare agave and other plants. He was part of the 
Chia Café Collective, along with his sister Cadie and 
others such as Lorene Sisquoc and the late Barbara 
Drake, cooking many tasty meals that featured Native 
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American foods. He was also a farmer who raised his 
own vegetables and grew his own fruit on his large 
property where his home was located in the midst of 
what used to be “orange grove country” in Riverside.

Daniel had a very large library of books, reports, and 
other materials related to archaeology and ethnobota-
ny. This was well known to his friends and colleagues 
who often would seek to borrow a rare reference from 
Daniel—a reference not available elsewhere. Daniel 
was always gracious in providing this archival lending 
service. His unique “check-out” desk consisted of 
a basket attached to the fence around the McCarthy 
compound. The reference would appear there to be 
borrowed and then returned to the same basket. (Dan-
iel’s trust quotient was very high!)

Although he was a self-effacing individual, Daniel 
received a number of deserved awards including the 
Dragonfly Award (from the Dorothy Ramon Learning 
Center), the Mark R. Harrington Award for Conser-
vation Archaeology (from the Society for California 
Archaeology). Along with his wife, Caroline, and his 
daughter, Sarah, the McCarthys for many years lived 
a rural life within their compound in an ever-more-ur-
banizing Riverside. Caroline is gone now too, and 
both Sarah and Daniel’s granddaughter, Amelie, as 
well as his extended family, miss them greatly. His 
community shares their grief and loss but remembers 
the great contributions that Daniel made to both indi-
viduals and organized groups and to the public. The 
effects of his work will live on in the lives of many of 
us. His is a worthy inheritance. 

It was not until we asked for people to send memo-
ries of Daniel, that we understood how important he 
was to so many groups and individuals in southern 
California and elsewhere. We know his family misses 
him greatly, but the outpouring of affection from his 
colleagues, both professional and avocational, Tribal 
peoples, rock art enthusiasts, ethnobotanists, students, 
friends, associates, benefactors of his field cooking 

and field experiences was overwhelming. Daniel was 
truly “a man for all seasons.” 

Memories of Daniel F. McCarthy were written by a 
number of his close associates and these tributes are to 
be available on the PCAS website.

All photos are courtesy of Britt Wilson.
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