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DECEMBER PCAS SPEAKER
Dr. Kevin Smith

Free Zoom Meeting
December 9, 7:30 pm
Registration required
Please see instructions on p. 2.

(Continued on p. 3)

Renew your PC AS membership!
Pay online with PayPal—see page 3.
Dr. Kevin Smith.
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NOVEMBER SPEAKER NOTES
Did The First Americans
Initially Travel Along the Pacific Coast?
Recent Research and New Directions
By Megan Galway
Dr. Loren G. Davis brought us more evidence of
pre-Clovis cultures in the Americas, focusing on the
coastal migration hypothesis. He notes that the American population has roots in northeast Asia with a genetic split occurring some 24,000 years ago. The Anzik child found in Montana has been dated to 12,600
years ago and shows a genetic change from earlier
populations and is closer to modern Native Americans. Dr. Davis noted that the footprints recently discovered in New Mexico were dated to 30,000 years
ago based on the presence of a variety of aquatic plant
which he said was not reliable for dating because they
have demonstrated a +/- 10,000 year deviation.

The Cooper’s Ferry site in Idaho has long been
known as an early occupation site, with some features
being dated as early as 16,000 years ago. At that time
the Cordillera Ice Sheet extended down to just north
of the Columbia River, and the area was subject to
flooding as the ice melted. Cooper’s Ferry was at a
higher, and safer, elevation. Area ‘A’ of the site was
studied in 2008 through 2019, and level 3 of the site
was identified as windblown dust and soil. A storage
pit of andesite was found, along with four points, ash,
and bone fragments. These were dated to 16,000
years ago. A pit through this level from the surface
was dated at 13,250 years ago. A tooth fragment from
an extinct horse was identified, and the points were
compared to those from northern Japan.
Cooper’s Ferry indicates the presence of humans
16,000 years ago, while the ice-free corridor was not
present until over 2,000 years later, leading to the
concept of coastal migration. Dr. Davis notes that
approaching the Americas by this route, the first left
turn after leaving Alaska would be up the Columbia
River—right to Cooper’s Ferry. Other sites which
may have been along the lower river would likely
have been destroyed by floods.
Studies are currently underway off the Oregon
coast to identify possible settlements that are now
underwater. Various methods are being used, including sonar and seismic surveys, ROV (remotely operated vehicles) dives, and vibracoring. Results in one
area indicate a possible shell midden from 17,000
years ago, prior to the ocean rising 15,000 to 14,000
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Dr. Loren G. Davis.

years ago. Another area appears to be mudflow from
an estuary. Recent studies indicate that DNA may be
sequenced from mud, and this is being attempted.

.
The question remains as to how sites like Meadowcroft Rock Shelter and the Gault site fit this hypothesis. Did the migration occur even earlier than
we’re seeing on the coast or ...?

PCAS ZOOM MEETING
You will receive an email with a link to the Zoom
meeting.

Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with registration.
When the presentation starts, please mute your microphone and turn off your webcam.
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2022 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

December Speaker (continued from p. 1)
parallels in the chaine operatoire/reduction sequence
behind flaked stone tool production on the California
Channel Islands and mainland Intermountain West
suggest that the Island Paleocoastal Tradition should
be considered a coastal variant of the broader Western Stemmed Tradition.

PCAS has successfully maintained many of our
activities during the 2021 pandemic year. We have
had monthly meetings via Zoom which has allowed us
to meet people who would otherwise not be able to
attend our meetings and have had renowned speakers
from outside southern California. We are hoping to
resume in-person meetings next year (but with reduced room capacity), possibly with a hybrid format.

31, and it’s time to renew! You can pay online
with any credit card at www.pcas.org/membrs, or by
check with the renewal form in this newsletter. Also,
please keep in mind, since we were unable to hold inperson meetings, we were also unable to conduct our
donation/award table which funds our annual scholarship. Perhaps you’ll consider us in your year-end
charitable giving?
If your mailing address, phone number, or email
for PCAS membership has changed in the past year,
please email membership@pcas.org with the correct
information.
We appreciate your continued support of PCAS
and look forward to receiving your renewal for 2022.

In Memoriam: Scott Findlay 1940–2021
It is with extreme sadness that we report the passing of
PCAS President Scott Findlay on October 21. Scott had
been a essential part of PCAS for over 20 years, serving
several terms as president. He also served as field trips cochair and as manager of our curation facilities. Scott was
extremely organized and made sure we were prepared for
any emergency, both at home and away. His vitality, kindness, generosity, and sense of humor made PCAS welcoming to guests and both new and old members. Those of us
fortunate enough to have been on field trips with Scott
learned much from his vast knowledge and curiosity about
topics ranging from archaeology to the whole natural world.
He will be missed
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DIG THIS ...
DIG THIS …..

Exhibits

Lectures (continued)

Becoming Jane: The Evolution of Dr. Jane Goodall.
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County,
through April 22, 2022. Advance ticket available
online: Fee in addition to museum admission varies;
members free. Information: https://nhm.org/.

Lectures
Living Room Lecture: Turkeys in California—Late
Pleistocene Fossils Recontestualized the Ecology of
Introduced Turkeys in California, by Ashwin Sivakumar. An Archaeological Center of San Diego
Zoom lecture, December 9, 6:30 pm. Free. Information and required registration:
www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/.
Embodied Knowledges within Cultural Collections,
by Sven Haakanson (Curator, Burke Museum, University of Washington). A Cotsen Institute online lecture, December 10, 11 am. Free. Information and required registration: https://ioa.ucla.edu/. Many past
lectures are available on the Cotsen Institute
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCxT96YAosmk7vP3aNJb4SHw.
Desert Training Center, by George Kline. A
Coachella Valley Archaeological Society lecture,
Portola Community Center, 45-480 Portola Ave,
Palm Desert, December 10, 6:30 pm. Free. Information: www.cvarch.org.
ARCE Online: “Backwater Puritans”? Racism,
Egyptological stereotypes and the intersection of
local and international at Kushite Tombos, by Stuart
Tyson Smith (UC Santa Barbara). An ARCE, Bowers
Museum event. Recorded lecture available for 24
hours, December 11. Fee: $10; Bowers and ARCE
members free. Information: www.bowers.org.
Columbia Plateau Rock Art: Images of Forgotten
Dreams, by James D. Keyser. A San Diego Rock Art
Association Zoom lecture. December 12, 4 pm
(meeting opens at 3:45 pm). Required registration:
www.sandiegorockart.org.
4

www.venturacountyarchaeologicalsociety.com/.

Classes, Meetings, and Events
Putuidem Village, in the San J uan Capistrano
Northwest Open Space, will honor the area’s indigenous Acjachemen people. The public opening ceremony will be at 30291 Camino Capistrano, December 3, 3:30 pm.
The Society for California Archaeology 2022 Annual Meeting with the theme “Archaeological Gatherings: Foodways and Community Resilience” will be
held at the Visalia Convention Center, March 3– 6,
2022. Paper submission deadline December 5; earlybird registration deadline December 16., Information
and online registration: https://scahome.org/meetings/
annual-meeting-2/.
Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news.
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of listing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to
newsletter@pcas.org.

Pacific Coast
Archaeological Society

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95–2685178
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS
The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedicated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archaeological materials and collections.
The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS:
1. Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory
sessions.
2. A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility
approved by the Society’s Board of Directors.
3. No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research
design.
4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for
further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors.
5. All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate.
6. All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal
Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors.
7. The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the
direction of an authorized institution or organization.
8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our
non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological
materials.
9. PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,
materials, or specimens.
10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws.

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR
January 13, 2022
Dr. Terry L. Jones
Chendytes lawi: Big Lessons from a Little Duck
February 10, 2022
Dr. Torben Rick
Cultural Keystone Places and the Chumash Landscapes of Humqaq’, Point Conception, California

Martijn Kuypers testing all-stone-tools tule canoe.

Join us for the
December 9 Zoom lecture!

March 10, 2022
Allen Dart
Archaeology's Deep Time Perspective on Environment and Social Sustainability
April 14, 2022
Dr. Vance T. Holliday
Pre-Clovis Footprints, White Sands National Park
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2021 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Office

Name

Email

Phone

*Vice–President
*Secretary
*Treasurer
*Curator
*Field Trips
*Historian/Librarian
*Voting Member
*Voting Member
Archivist
Donation-Awards Coordinator
Historian/Librarian
Membership
Native American Liaison
Newsletter Editor
Programs
Publicist
Quarterly Co-Editor
Quarterly Co-Editor
Refreshments
Scholarship
Zoom Coordinator

Steve O’Neil
Gail Cochlin
Rene Brace
Hank Koerper
Stephen Dwyer
Jane Gothold
Dorothy DeGennaro
Irene Foster
Gail Cochlin
Joe Hodulik
Jane Gothold
Megan Galway
Steve O’Neil
Rene Brace
Joe Hodulik
Joe Hodulik
Alan Garfinkel
Steve O’Neil
Gail Cochlin
Megan Galway
Stephen Dwyer

vicepresident@pcas.org
secretary@pcas.org
treasurer@pcas.org
curator@pcas.org
fieldtrips@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
ddegennaro@pcas.org
ifoster@pcas.org
archivist@pcas.org
donation-awards@pcas.org
historian-librarian@pcas.org
membership@pcas.org
nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org
newsletter@pcas.org
programs@pcas.org
publicity@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
publications@pcas.org
refreshments@pcas.org
scholarship@pcas.org
zoomhost@pcas.org

949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-544-6282
714-633-9287
714-969-1911
562-947-6506

714-828-0942
714-745-0815
949-300-1864
562-947-6506
714-539-6354
949-677-2391
714-544-6282
949-300-1864
949-300-1864
805-312-2261
949-677-2391
714-745-0815
714-539-6354
714-969-1911

*PCAS Board Member

PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
2022 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________

State: _________

Zip Code ___________

Phone: __________________________________

Email: ________________________________

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested.
________________________________________
Signature

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter)

Subscription Only

Scholarship Fund

□ Active Member – $45
□ Family Membership – $50
□ Supporting Member* – $55
□ Donor Member* – $75
□ Lifetime Member* – $1000

□ Quarterly – $40
□ Newsletter – $20

□ Donation $________

* May be individual or family membership

www.pcas.org

Join online:
www.pcas.org/membrs.html
Or return with payment to:
Pacific Coast Archaeological Society
PO Box 10926
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926

