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MARCH SPEAKER NOTES 
 

Gault and the  

Peopling of the Americas 
  

 By Megan Galway 
 

  Dr. Wernecke began his presentation with an 

entertaining overview of the long-held “Clovis First” 

and early migration hypothesis. Hunters were depicted 

crossing the frozen tundra wearing little more than an 

animal hide loin cloth, and the ice-free corridor down 

which they traveled was a paved two-lane highway. 

These small groups of early immigrants were some-

how able to populate most of the Americas within a 

few hundred years. The oldest dates from the research 

of that period were placed at around 13,500 years ago. 

When Tom Dillehay first suggested a date of 14,500 

years ago for the Monte Verde site in Chile, he was 

ridiculed. Work at the site has since pushed this date 

back to possibly 18,500 years ago or even earlier. Oth-

er sites around the Americas are currently being dated 

within this range including Meadowcroft, Buttermilk 

Creek, and Paisley Cave, where human coprolites 

have been dated to 14,300 years ago.  

 The Buttermilk Valley, Texas, is located in an area 

of geological uplift, a source of Edwards chert which 

was a favored material in the area for the manufacture 

of chipstone tools. The Gault site is located on Butter-

milk Creek about 40 miles north of Austin. The area 

was heavily collected as far back as the early 1900s, 

and the first true archaeological research was by J. E. 

Pearce of the University of Texas in 1929. Excava-

tions by the university from 1999 to 2002 reached a 

level containing Clovis points, the remains of a juve-

nile mammoth, a floor which appeared to indicate a 

habitation structure, and a collection of incised stones 

believed to be the earliest known art in the Americas. 

This level was dated to 13,500 years ago.  

 The Gault site was acquired by the Archaeological 

Conservancy in 2007 with an arrangement for its 

management to be under the Gault School of Archae-

ological Research, which provides tours and educa-

tional opportunities. The school subsequently exca-

vated a 56 m2 unit down to bedrock by 2013. Material 

from the lower levels of this unit have been shown to 

date to 16,000 to 20,000 years ago and perhaps 

 

Dr. D. Clark Wernecke. 

Incised stone from the Gault site. Gault site pre-Clovis artifacts. 

(Continued on p. 3) 
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April Speaker  (Continued from p. 1) 

PCAS ZOOM MEETING 
 

  

 

 You will receive an email with a link to the Zoom 

meeting. 

 Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome with reg-

istration. 

 When the presentation starts, please mute your mi-

crophone and turn off your webcam. 

 Dr. Thomas Deméré is Curator of Paleontology 

and Director of PaleoServices at the San Diego Natu-

ral History Museum located in San Diego’s historic 

Balboa Park. He received his BS in geology from San 

Diego State University, his MS in geological sciences 

from the University of Southern California, and his 

Ph.D. in evolutionary biology from the University of 

California, Los Angeles. Dr. Deméré has worked at 

the museum since 1979 He oversees paleontological 

research and collection activities, as well as the pale-

ontological mitigation program. His research broadly 

involves documenting the Cenozoic biological and 

geological history of the southern California region, 

with special focus on the evolutionary history and 

comparative anatomy of marine mammals and the 

regional Plio-Pleistocene record of marine and terres-

trial biotas and paleoenvironments. 

SCHOLARSHIP REMINDER 
 

 Applications for our annual undergraduate scholar-

ships are due by April 30th. Because of the generosity 

of our members and supporters, we are again able to 

make three $1,000 awards this year.  

 The Myrtle Soderberg Memorial Scholarship is 

named in honor of a founding member and funded in 

great part by the donation award activity at our 

monthly meetings. Because the meetings have been 

virtual these past 12 months, our generous members 

have stepped up and donated a total of $1,045, guar-

anteeing funding for this award for the next year. Do-

nations may always be made through the link on the 

Membership page of our website. 

 The Gloria Bogdan Memorial Scholarship is 

named for a late Life Member and is generously fund-

ed by her husband, Tom. 

 The Sherri Gust Memorial Scholarship is 

named for another late Life Member and past Board 

President. This award is funded by Cogstone Re-

source Management, the company which Sherri 

founded.  

 Eligibility guidelines and application forms may 

be found at www.pcas.org/scholarships. Due to ongo-

ing delays in the postal system, we strongly recom-

mend submitting your application package electroni-

cally to scholarship@pcas.org. 

 Award winners will be chosen and announced by 

May 30th and funds will be distributed in August on 

receipt of proof of enrollment for the 2021/2022 

school year.  

 We also have funding available for presentation 

and research grants. Application guidelines for these 

grants may also be found on the Scholarship page of 

our website. 

 One surprising find was evidence of American 

chestnut which is not currently native to the area. Ex-

cavation of the site was finished in 2015, and the lab 

work began. With approximately 2.6 million artifacts 

from around 3% of the overall site, we were reminded 

that the rule of thumb is that one day in the field 

equals 40 days in the lab. 

 

 

Speaker Notes  (Continued from p. 2) 

Pacific Coast 

Archaeological Society 

Or go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178 

mailto:membership@pcas.org
http://www.pcas.org/scholarships
mailto:scholarship@pcas.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178
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DIG THIS ... 
 

DIG THIS …..            

 

The Archaeological Conservancy's Preservation Ef-

forts in the East: From the Paleolithic through 20th-

Century Industrial Sites, by Kelley Berliner (Eastern 

Regional Director), April 7, 5 pm MST; A Natural 

and Cultural History of Leonard Rockshelter in Ne-

vada, by Sara Sturtz (Great Basin Archaeologist), 

April 21, 5 pm MST. Virtual Webex lectures of The 

Archaeological Conservancy. Free. Information and 

registration: www.archaeologicalconservancy.org. 

Past lectures available on the website. 

 

Mount Rubidoux, by Glenn Wenzel. A Coachella 

Valley Archaeological Society Zoom lecture, April 9, 

6:30 pm. Free. Information: www.cvarch.org; re-

quired registration: cvasnews@dc.rr.com. 

 

Horns, Signposts, and an Upturned Fist: The Strik-

ing Landscapes and Material Legacies of Egypt’s 

Royal Living-Rock Stelae, by Jen Thum (Harvard 

Art Museum). A virtual lecture of the AIA, San Diego 

Chapter, April 9, 7:15 pm. Registration: Contact Eliz-

abeth Pollard ahead of time at epollard@sdsu.edu 

 

Evaluating the Dog as a Hunting Tool in Prehistoric 

Alta and Baja California: Preliminary Results, by 

Jessica Morales (Ph.D. candidate, UC Davis). Sacra-

mento Archeological Society online lecture, April 10, 

2pm. Free. Information and registration: https://

sacarcheology.org. 

 

 

Redeeming Demons: Coopting Demonic Forces for 

Good in Ancient Egypt, by Dr. Rita Lucarelli (UC 

Berkeley), Dr. Joshua A. Roberson (University of 

Memphis), Bryan Kraemer (CSU San Bernardino), 

and Dr. Kasia Szpakowska (CSU San Bernardino).  

An ARCE, Bowers Museum, and RAFFMA event 

streaming on YouTube, April 10, 1:30–3:30 pm. 

Free. Information: www.bowers.org. 

 

A One-Day Walk Through the McConkie Ranch 

Petroglyph Site, by Lawrence Baca. A San Diego 

Rock Art Association Zoom lecture, April 11, 4 pm 

(meeting opens at 3:30 pm). Required registration: 

www.sandiegorockart.org. 

 

Eating and Archaeology in Fiji, by Dr. Sharyn 

Jones (Northern Kentucky University. A Zoom lec-

ture of the AIA, Orange County Chapter. April 11, 

3:30 pm. Free. Information: http://aia-oc.org. Regis-

tration: http://aia-oc.org/contact/. 
 

 

The Skeletons of La Consentida, Oaxaca México, by 

José Pepe Aquilar. Online lecture of the San Diego 

County Archaeological Society, April 27, 7:30 pm. 

Information and registration: https://sdcas.org. 
  
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-

ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 

newsletter@pcas.org.  
 

Visit www.pcas.org for all the latest news. 

 

Lectures  (continued) 

https://www.archaeologicalconservancy.org
https://ioa.ucla.edu/events/upcoming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxT96YAosmk7vP3aNJb4SHw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxT96YAosmk7vP3aNJb4SHw
http://www.cvarch.org
mailto:cvasnews@dc.rr.com
mailto:epollard@sdsu.edu
https://sacarcheology.org/
https://sacarcheology.org/
https://arara.wildapricot.org
https://www.bowers.org
http://www.sandiegorockart.org
http://aia-oc.org/
http://aia-oc.org/contact/
https://sandiegoarchaeology.org
https://sdcas.org
mailto:newsletter@pcas.org
http://www.pcas.org


 

 

5 

April 2021                                                                   PCAS Newsletter                                                                  Vol. 60, No. 4  

PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

 The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-

cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-

ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  

 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  

 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 

 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  

 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 

 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   

 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 

 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 

 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  

 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR 
 

May 13, 2021 

Dr. Jon Erlandson 

Peopling the Americas: The Channel Islands 

and the Kelp Highway Hypothesis  

 

June 10, 2021 

Dr. Donn R. Grenda 

A Railroad Runs Through It: Historical-Period  

Ethnic Chinese and Mexican Communities in 

Downtown Redlands, California 
 

No meetings in July and August. 
 

September 9, 2021 

Dr. Richard J. Chacon  

The Turquoise Corridor—Mesoamerican-

Southwestern Prestige Technologies and Social 

Networks  
 

 Join us for a live PCAS Zoom lecture with Dr. 

Thomas Deméré speaking on “The 130 ka (MIS 6-5) 

Cerutti Mastodon Site: History of Investigations, Pre-

sent Status of Research, and the Debate.”  
 

  Thursday, April 8, 2021, 7 pm 
 

 See p. 3 of this newsletter for Zoom registration 

instructions. 



 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

2021 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55   

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

2021 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

*PCAS Board Member 

Join online: 

www.pcas.org/membrs.html 

Office Name Email Phone 
*President Scott Findlay president@pcas.org 714-342-2534 

*Vice–President Steve O’Neil vicepresident@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

*Secretary Gail Cochlin secretary@pcas.org 714-745-0815 

*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

*Curator Hank Koerper curator@pcas.org 714-633-9287 

*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  

*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro ddegennaro@pcas.org  

*Voting Member Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  

 Archivist Gail Cochlin archivist@pcas.org 714-745-0815 

 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 

 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 

 Quarterly Co-Editor Alan Garfinkel publications@pcas.org 805-312-2261 

 Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 

 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 

 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Website Rene Brace info@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

http://www.pcas.org/membrs.html
mailto:membership@pcas.org
mailto:membership@pcas.org

