
 

 

 

NOVEMBER PCAS SPEAKERS 
 

 When modern life and archaeological resources 
occupy the same space, the past is occasionally im-
pacted in unintended ways. Recently, landscaping 
activities disturbed a burial located on an undocu-
mented archaeological site resulting in significant 
disturbance to the feature. The location and extent of 
the disturbance lead to its removal and relocation to 
a secure place for the ancestor’s grave. This recovery 
project is an example 
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 The village of Kaweenga is located in the San Fer-
nando Valley adjacent to the Santa Monica Mountains. 
In his diary of the Portolá expedition, Juan Crespí 
mentions a village encountered during the southward 
return to San Diego in January 1770. At this village 
the expedition was greeted by Natives from Siutkanga 
(Encino), a sister village to Kaweenga, whom they had 
previously met on their northbound travel in August 
1769. Crespí’s description of the local geography 
leaves little doubt as to the identity of the site where 
the burial was discovered. Today residential housing 
conceals the village, which is largely lost to memory 
despite the discovery of artifacts in the 1930s and an-
other burial in 1981. 

For all the latest news, visit 
www.pcas.org 

 

Zoom Meeting 
November 12, 7 pm 

Free registration required 
Please see instructions on p. 3. 

Paul Langenwalter II. 

(Continued on p.3) 
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OCTOBER SPEAKER NOTES 
 

The Portolá Expedition 
in Orange County 

 
 By Megan Galway 

 
 Prior to the Portolá expedition in 1769, the only 
Spanish contacts with what would become Alta Cali-
fornia were various voyages up the California coast. 
Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo explored the coast in 1542–
43 and named a number of coastal villages. The Viz-
caíno expedition of 1602 identified Monterey Bay as 
the site of the future Spanish settlement. The coast 
was also visited during this period by the galleons re-
turning from Asia with trade goods. The purpose of 
the proposed Spanish expansion from Mexico into 
Alta California was to hold it against potential Russian 
or British occupation.  

 Mr. Plunkett told of the first Spanish overland ex-
ploration of California with a view to settling and es-
tablishing missions along the coast. In July 1979 Capt. 
Gaspar de Portolá began his overland expedition from 
San Diego to explore the country between there and 
Monterey Bay. The group consisted of Catalonian vol-
unteers, some Baja Natives, and two priests, Fathers 
Francisco Gomez and Juan Crespí, who served as 
chroniclers of the expedition. They traveled northwest 
at a rate of just 1 to 4 leagues a day, moving mostly in 
the morning. Scouts were sent ahead to determine the 
route for the next day and, most importantly, to locate 
a suitable place to camp with a water source. Their 
rations are recorded as flour, chick peas, beans, lentils, 
ham, and cheese. On reaching the Camp Pendleton 
area, they turned inland to avoid the “mountains” and 
entered what is now Orange County east of San Juan 
Capistrano on July 23rd.  

 On their first two nights in the county, they 
camped at sites that have now been identified as San 
Juan Canyon and Trabuco Creek where they were vis-
ited by the local Natives. The priests noted these Na-
tives were easy to get along with and traded seeds for 
ribbons and beads. Two children had been baptized 
earlier in the march, but here the first adult Native was 
baptized. From here they traveled west to Oso Canyon 
and west again to Trabuco. The Natives they met 
along the route began to speak of people just like them 
that had been seen to the north. 

 On the plains north of El Toro, Fr. Gomez located 
what is now Tomato Springs. During this time they 
also recorded crossing higher land from which they 
could see the ocean and Catalina Island. While 

camped near the Santa Ana River at the mouth of San-
ta Ana Canyon on July 28th, the expedition experi-
enced four large earthquakes. They again traded with 
the Natives here and were surprised to be shown metal 
tools which may have been traded in from Arizona or 
obtained on the coast from the Manila Galleon Trade. 
On July 29th they were in Brea Canyon and identified 
a village of about 70 people, where they declined an 
invitation to attend a dance. They then crossed the La 
Habra Valley and Puente Hills at the northern border 
of Orange County.  

 The expedition continued north, missing Monte-
rey, and discovered San Francisco and barely survived 
the return to San Diego. A number of the missions we 
know today were later established along this route on 
sites suggested by Portolá. 

 The Portolá Expedition in Orange County, 1769–
2019 by the late Phil Brigandi and Eric Plunkett is 
available on Amazon. 

Historical marker above Portolá Springs Elementary 
School in Irvine. Tomato Springs is in the low hills to the 
right. The expedition camped just west of the small hill.  
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collections. 

 Lauren Biltonen is a 2019 graduate of the Anthro-
pology Department at Biola University, where she 
studied both archaeology and paleontology fields and 
laboratory methods, serving as a Senior Teaching As-
sistant for three and a half years. During her field 
practicum in the summer of 2018, she worked in 
Cache Cave on the Wind Wolves Preserve with the 
University of Central Lancashire Field School, acting 
as a Crew Chief for logistics. She works as Field Di-
rector for HRC and has experience in perishables, 
pictograph documentation, and burial recovery. 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

www.facebook.com/pacificcoastarchaeologicalsoc 

 

PCAS ZOOM MEETING 
 

• 
 

. 
• You will receive an email shortly with a link 

to the Zoom meeting. 
• Guests (non-PCAS members) are welcome 

with registration. 
• When the presentation starts, please mute 

your microphone and turn off your 
webcam. 

 

Lauren Biltonen. 

Aimee  
Montenegro. 
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The San Diego Rock Art Association will present a 

virtual Rock Art 2020 Symposium on November 7. 
There will be three sessions at 10 am, 1 pm, and 3 pm. 
Free registration required: www.sandiegorockart.org/
index.htm.  
  

DIG THIS ... 

Getty Conservation Institute Field Projects: 3 cases: 
Tutankhamun, Mosaikon, Peru , by Jeanne Marie 
Teutonico. A Cotsen Institute Zoom online lecture, 
October 30, 11 am. Free. Information and required 
registration: https://ioa.ucla.edu.  
 
Living Room Lecture: Amelia Earhart Archaeology 
Lecture: Testing the Nikumaroro Hypothesis, by 
Tom King (Historic Aircraft Recovery [TIGHAR] 
archaeologist). A San Diego Archaeological Center 
Zoom lecture, November 12, 5:30 pm. Donations sug-
gested. Information and required registration: https://
sandiegoarchaeology.org. 
 
Managing Cultural Resources in the Mojave Nation-
al Preserve, by David Nichols. A virtual Old School 
House lecture sponsored by the Twentynine Palms 
Historical Society and the Joshua Tree Desert Insti-
tute, November 13. Fee: $5. Information and required 
registration: www.joshuatree.org/live. 
  
A Zimbabwe Love Story: San Rock Art and 
40 Years of Copying, by Anne and George Stoll.  
A Coachella Valley Archaeological Society Zoom 
lecture, November 13, 6:30 pm. Free. Information: 
www.cvarch.org; required registration: 
cvasnews@dc.rr.com. 
 
Princeton-Institute of Fine Arts, NYU North Abydos 
Expedition 2018–2020 Seasons, by Dr. Debbie Vis-
chak (Princeton University). An ARCE/Bowers Muse-
um online lecture, November 14, 1:30 pm. Fee: $5; 
ARCE and Bowers members free. Information and 
required registration: www.bowers.org. 
 
Scotland’s Castle Craig, by Dr. Connie Rodriguez, 
November 1, 2 pm; Passion for Preserving the Past: 
Showcasing Archaeology at La Sierra University, 
November 14, 3–6 pm. Zoom lectures of the AIA, 
Orange County Chapter. Information and registration: 
www.aia-oc.org.  
 
Editor’s Note: Please confirm time and place of list-
ing prior to the event. Submit items for Dig This to 
newsletter@pcas.org.  

PCAS Field Trips 
 

By Steve Dwyer 
 
 The rock art of Black Canyon, Inscription Can-
yon, and Opal Mountain has been well documented, 
most notably by Don Christensen (1993) and Wilson 
Turner (1994), but there is always more to be found.  
 Martin and Mary Jespersen were kind enough to 
lead a socially-distanced trip to the area to see known 
sites, plus some that they have discovered and are 
documenting. Petroglyphs were numerous. They are 
famous for appearing or disappearing, but there was 
one panel that simply could not be seen in sunlight, 
even if you looked right at it. But if a shadow is cast  
on it, it suddenly appears. Also in the area were rock 
rings, commonly called hunting blinds or house 
rings, and a site with dozens of cupules. There was 
so much to see, it took two Saturdays, and there is 
still much more to be seen. 

Christensen, Don D.  
1993 Rock Art and its Archaeological and Environmental 
 Context: A Study of Opal Mountain, Mojave  Desert, 
 California. Pacific Coast Archaeological  Quarterly 
 29(2):27–63.  

Turner, Wilson G.  
1994 Rock Art of Black Canyon. San Bernardino County 
 Museum Association Quarterly, 41(1&2),  
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PCAS CODE OF ETHICS 

 The Pacific Coast Archaeological Society (PCAS) is a nonprofit group of professional and avocational people dedi-
cated to proper management of our cultural resources, public education, and the protection and preservation of archae-
ological materials and collections. 

The following principles have been adopted by the PCAS: 

 1.  Professional methods and forms will be used on all archaeological field surveys, excavations, and laboratory  
 sessions. 

 2.  A complete record of field and laboratory work will be filed with the PCAS Curator and stored at a facility  
 approved by the Society’s Board of Directors. 

 3.  No archaeological materials will be removed without proper permits, landowner permission, and a field research 
 design. 

 4. Unless otherwise legally stipulated before activity commences, all materials collected will be deposited for  
 further research with the Curator at a facility approved by the Society's Board of Directors. 

 5.  All generated reports will be the property of the Society and distributed as deemed appropriate. 

 6.  All Society field activities will be performed only under the direction of a qualified field archaeologist (Principal 
 Investigator) and the supervision of field or site directors. 

 7.  The above principles will be observed on both Society approved projects and projects performed under the   
 direction of an authorized institution or organization. 

 8. The Society and its members will strive to educate the public of the importance and proper management of our 
 non–renewable cultural resources and to discourage the collection and commercial exploitation of archaeological 
 materials. 

 9.  PCAS members shall not benefit from the acquisition, purchase, sale, or trade of archaeological artifacts,  
 materials, or specimens. 

10. All members shall adhere to City, County, State, and Federal antiquities laws. 

PCAS SPEAKER CALENDAR 

The Pacific Coast 
Archaeological Society 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2685178  



 

 

 

 PACIFIC COAST ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
2021 Calendar Year Membership and Subscription Form 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code ___________ 

Phone: __________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

  Signature 

Newsletters will be sent by email unless a mailed copy is requested. 

 

www.pcas.org 

 

Membership (Includes Quarterly/Newsletter) Subscription Only Scholarship Fund  

□ Active Member – $45 □ Quarterly – $40 □ Donation $________  

□ Family Membership – $50 □ Newsletter – $20   

□ Supporting Member* – $55  

□ Donor Member* – $75    

□ Lifetime Member* – $1000    

* May be individual or family membership  

 

2020 PCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

*PCAS Board Member 

Return form with payment to
 

PCAS Membership 
PO Box 10926 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627–0926 

Office Name Email Phone 
*President Scott Findlay president@pcas.org 714-342-2534 
*Vice–President Steve O’Neil vicepresident@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
*Secretary Gail Cochlin secretary@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
*Treasurer Rene Brace treasurer@pcas.org 714-544-6282 
*Curator Hank Koerper curator@pcas.org 714-633-9287 
*Field Trips Co-Chair Stephen Dwyer fieldtrips@pcas.org 714-969-1911  
*Historian/Librarian  Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
*Voting Member Dorothy DeGennaro ddegennaro@pcas.org  
*Voting Member Irene Foster ifoster@pcas.org 714-828-0942  
 Archivist Gail Cochlin archivist@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Donation-Awards Coordinator Joe Hodulik donation-awards@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Historian/Librarian Jane Gothold historian-librarian@pcas.org 562-947-6506 
 Membership Megan Galway membership@pcas.org 714-539-6354 
 Native American Liaison Steve O’Neil nativeamericanliaison@pcas.org 949-677-2391 
 Newsletter Editor  Rene Brace newsletter@pcas.org 714-544-6282 
 Programs  Joe Hodulik programs@pcas.org 714-348-9179 
 Publicist Joe Hodulik publicity@pcas.org 949-300-1864 
 Quarterly Co-Editor Alan Garfinkel publications@pcas.org 805-312-2261 

 Refreshments Gail Cochlin refreshments@pcas.org 714-745-0815 
 Scholarship Megan Galway scholarship@pcas.org 714-539-6354 

 Website Rene Brace info@pcas.org 714-544-6282 

 Quarterly Co-Editor Steve O’Neil publications@pcas.org 949-677-2391 


